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Open Access is not about self-publishing, or
online publishing without quality controls (peer
review); nor is it about the scientific literature
that authors expect to be paid for having
published�such as books, monographs or articles
in magazines. 

Open Access is about the articles that are
published in scientific journals, given away for
free by the author to the journal publisher, and
thus not expected to earn the author a penny.

With the aim of making the maximum possible
contribution to research progress, authors
intend these articles to be made accessible to
the broadest possible readership worldwide.

Open Access increases visibility of
research results, and results in increased
citations and impact.



What is open access?
Open Access is very simply defined:

l It is free, immediate, permanent online 
access to the full text of research articles 

l It permits unrestricted distribution and use 
of articles by anyone

l Researchers continue to be given full credit
for the authorship of their articles 

l Articles must be deposited in a public 
archive (this may be in the author's own 
university institutional repository, or in one 
of the subject-based repositories such as the
US National Library of Medicine's PubMed 
Central)

l Scientists-as-authors: Open Access 
increases the visibility of their work and 
results in more people citing the work and 
in turn building upon it. In other words, 
Open Access increases the impact of a 
scientist's findings.

l Scientists-as-teachers: Open Access means 
that there are no restrictions on providing 
articles for teaching purposes; under closed-
access conditions this is severely restricted 
by copyright regulations and sometimes 
scientists cannot even satisfactorily make 
copies of their own articles for the purpose 
of teaching their own students.

l Scientists-as-readers: Open Access means 
that it is easy to find and access articles of 
interest that a scientist needs for his/her research.

l Universities: Open Access means that 
universities also benefit from their 
researchers� increased visibility and impact.

l Research funders: Funders such as 
governments and charities get the best 
possible impact for their investment.

l Publishers: Publishers benefit from the wider
dissemination and greater visibility of their 
articles and the increased impact this brings.

Who benefits from Open Access?
The short answer is that we all benefit. Society as a whole benefits from an expanded
and accelerated research cycle and scientists can work more efficiently because they
have access to all the findings they need:


